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Whenever the best fiddlers gather to play music, they inevitably mention the name Howdy

Forrester, as one after another tries to emulate the soaring double stops and elegant tone of this
grand master of Opry fiddlers. The dream of fiddlers everywhere is to master Forrester’s demanding
tunes, such as “Memory Waltz,” “Weeping Heart,” and “Rutland’s Reel.” Forrester spent more than
thirty-eight years on the Grand Ole Opry, most of them with Roy Acuff and the Smoky Mountain
Boys, and established a legacy no fiddler will probably ever match.

Stories—and myths—about Forrester have circulated for years. This definitive study sets forth
the facts about his life and work, with plenty of well-researched documentation. The book offers:

• A lively narrative about Forrester’s life and the way he
forged his unique style.

• Discussions of Forrester’s important contributions to the
sound and success of well-known artists such as Bill
Monroe and Roy Acuff.

• Compelling analyses of Forrester’s musical technique.

• Lead sheets for all twelve of his original compositions on
the United Artists label.

• Transcriptions of ten of his other recorded tunes—which,
along with the originals, will keep both fiddlers and
violinists busy practicing for a long time!

This is a groundbreaking critical biography of one of the great
neglected figures of country music and one of the most accomplished
fiddlers of all time.

Use the form below to order your copy today!

Fiddler of the Opry: The Howdy Forrester Story, by Gayel Pitchford. 256-page original
trade paperback. ISBN 978-0-943962-06-1, $26.95 plus $4.00 shipping and handling.
Viewpoint Press, PMB 400, 785 Tucker Road #G, Tehachapi, CA 93561.
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